Economics 344  Public Finance




Fall 2009
Team project

By the end of the second or third week we will have identified several major public policy issues and will form teams to prepare an analysis, write-up and presentation to the class.  Write ups will be individual, but presentation will be as a team.
Major Public Policy Issues Related to Health Care Reform:
A. Medicare fiscal crisis –fiscal sustainability, financing, options for solving
B. Universal Health Insurance—pro or con, what are economic arguments, costs
C. Public Insurance Option: economic arguments for and against, impacts of adopting
D. Controlling healthcare costs:  factors affecting, policy options, impacts
E. Single Payer Plan: economic arguments for and against, impacts of adopting
 The paper should consist of: 
A. clear statement of the issue—why it is an issue, historical context, magnitude

-while there may be moral or political arguments for or against any position, we need to focus on the economics and fiscal aspects—ie what are the costs of the program, how would it be financed, what is the burden, are there economic inefficiencies..etc.
B. a description of several key alternative policies to deal with the issue

C. An economic analysis of the key alternative policies—who wins, who loses, nature of impact, are there externalities, how are they dealt with
D. Your Policy Recommendation and a thorough justification for this recommendation

Consider putting your recommendations into a style of pitching your ideas to the new administration or the Senate Finance committee
By the end of week 7, focus the topic
By the end of week  10, general outline of the report

By the end of week  12, a rough outline of the presentation,  I will critique and return

 By the end of week 14, a final version,  a copy will be given to another group to act as a discussant
Presentations will be  given on week 15, 3 per class session

Individual write ups of the report handed in at the end of the week, or on the day of final

The final on Dec. 14 will be a short quiz related to the presentations;

