Ethics Paper Assignment

Sociology/Economics 362

Fall 2009

1.  Prepare a paper analyzing the ethical issues raised in an article or series of articles from the popular press, online news, scientific journals, or historical reports, essays,  and books.  

2.  The paper should be from 500--700 words in length, concise in statement of facts, crisp in discussion of issues and points of view, and absolutely clear in presentation of a formal moral argument.

3. While any well organized format is acceptable, the following items should be covered in one way or another.

A.

A statement of the ethical issues raised in the article.

B.

A factual description of the situation involved.

C.
Background information on various positions regarding the issue, including disagreement on factual premises, the moral standing of various agents (adults versus children, people versus animals, rich versus poor, the unborn, mentally or behaviourally handicapped, immigrants, and so on), implicit or explicit social contracts, the role of government, etc.

D.
Discussion of an appropriate ethical framework in which to analyze the issue.

E.
Formal argument


1)

A set of factual premises.


2)

A set of moral principles.


3)

A set of conclusions that follow from a and b.

F.
Discussion of E.


The handout on case study analysis may be useful in organizing your thinking but should not be viewed as 1) an outline for the paper, 2) a set of tasks to be completed in writing the paper.

http://www.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ362/Hallam/CaseStudies/CaseStudyReasoning.doc



