Name___________________

Designing Society for the 21st Century

Assume for the moment that you have complete power to design a new society based upon ethical principles of fairness, good and bad, right and wrong.  As a self-interested, rational person you have the power to decide what ethical principles will guide public decisions, the role of government, rules about taxes, issues of personal freedom, and so forth. For example some people want only a modest role for government and yet others want government to play a larger role.  Some prefer to give more responsibility to individuals in terms of educational achievement, retirement, (Social Security), life choices, etc.  Other people believe that social planning is needed to ensure that everyone has an equal chance.  Thinking about your personal well being in order to maximize income and enjoy unlimited personal freedom, take a few minutes to specify how such a society might be organized. (Hint:  Since you are free to design this hypothetical society to maximize your personal well-being, a first step might consider is what is important to you (your goals) and how you plan to achieve these goals).  

Name___________________

Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 1

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  You are a 65 year old widow/widower who worked 35 years for Enron, and you have learned that your entire retirement account has been wiped out by shoddy book-keeping, corruption and alleged illegal activities.  You have taken a part time job at Wal-Mart to supplement your modest Social Security pension. You are quite bitter and whenever you read about how the company cheated you and other loyal employees, you exclaim, “This is America and things like this are not supposed to happen!!” How would you redesign society to protect persons such as yourself? 

Name: ___________________

Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 2

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  You are a 30 year old single mother who is raising a nine year old Down’s syndrome child because your husband took off once the baby was born. He felt he couldn’t cope with a disabled child, so he fled.  The authorities have not been able to locate him, and as a result you do not receive any child support.  Luckily between your part-time job, social service agencies and the charity from the church you are able to make ends meet, but you live in substandard housing, and your future looks grim.  How would redesign rules of society to protect folks like you? 

Name: ___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 3

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.   Both of your parents are drug addicts and alcoholics, but somehow you have been able to steer clear of getting involved in the drug culture, but because you are African-American and from the projects, you have have trouble finding a job.  Your goal of attending a vocational training program seems to be slipping way because you have been labeled as a poor black kid from the drug-infested ghetto.  How would you design society to better allow people like yourself to achieve the American Dream?

Name: __________________

Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 4

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  Instead you are wealthy business person who inherited about $10 million dollars in stocks and bonds, and the proceeds of the trust that your grandfather established allows you to truly be part of the leisure class.  You hired bright young brokers, and as a result they have parlayed your inheritance into a multi-million dollar portfolio.  How would you design society to maximize your personal well-being and freedom?   

Name: ___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 5

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  You are director of the Human Resources Department at a major public university.  It has been brought to your attention that new rules are needed to ensure that criminal background checks on faculty and staff are conducted to protect students and the financial resources of the university.  On the one hand you see the wisdom in protecting students from convicted sexual predators and ensuring that convicted felons are not in charge of financial accounts, on the other hand you are concerned about people’s rights to privacy.  How would you design rules for society to best meet the objectives of your job?  

Name: ___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 6

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student, but teach 5th grade at the local elementary school.  The school is located in a disadvantaged urban area.  You have three young children.   You and your wife feel strongly that she should be a stay-at-home mom.  You are an excellent teacher who recently won the state-level young educator of the year award.  But you are having a very difficult time making ends meet given your paltry salary and high housing and gas prices.  You have been approached about jobs in other sectors that pay much better but you feel a strong commitment to your students.  How would you design society for such a situation?  

Name: ___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 7

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student but you are an associate pastor in the local church.  You have learned through a confidential informant that one of your parishioners is a sexual predator and he preys upon women, especially women under stress, e.g. a recent divorcee, a recent widow, a love-lorn teenager, etc.  He takes advantage of these women through offering to provide them comfort and support as a fellow Christian.  No one has filed an official complaint, but the guy is a creep, albeit he has not done anything illegal. Now you are being asked to intervene.  You know that confronting the guy, who is a community leader, may be harmful to your career, and besides the senior pastor who has also heard these rumors has done nothing.   Your husband (wife) is telling you to “mind your business”, but you know this guy should be confronted.   What kind of rules would you design for society? 

Name:___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 8

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student, you are a youth counselor in a drug treatment center.  One of your clients is an outstanding success story. She is weaned off of meth, has faithfully attended treatment sessions, and seems to have her act together.  You are credited with saving this young woman from a life of drug abuse.  Her residential treatment is almost over and her parents expect her to return home, however she has confided to you that she feels she may relapse if she is returned to her home environment. She prefers to stay in residential treatment than to return home.   What kind of rules would you design for society? 

  Name:___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 9

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  You are a tort lawyer who moved to the countryside from the city two years ago due to allergy problems of your wife and young daughter.  Your daughter, in particular, has rather severe asthma and the air pollution in the industrial city where you practice was creating havoc with her health.  About a month ago a neighbor began work on a new confinement unit for finishing market hogs.  The unit will be able to finish 8,000 hogs at any one time.  You are very concerned about potential effects of this unit on your family's health, particularly given that that there is a 5,000 head capacity unit about 3/4 of a mile from your home on the other side.  You haven't had any issues with this other unit but you worry that there is sufficient land nearby to dispose of manure.  You are not sure about zoning laws in your county and state but plan to meet with another lawyer to discuss these and the potential for legal action.  What kind of rules would you design for society? 

Name:___________________


Designing Society for the 21st Century.   Group 10

Now you have a chance to re-design a new society — except you are no longer an ISU college student.  You are one of a group of peasant farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa.  You are increasingly being expelled from your lands and alienated from your sources of livelihood. Mega development projects such as big plantations for agro-fuels, large dams, infrastructure projects, industrial expansion, extractive industry and tourism have forcibly displaced many communities near yours, and there is a rumor that your village is next.  You are not able to earn an income which you feel allows to you live in dignity.  Your sense is that the current mix of national policies and international framework conditions are driving your rural society to extinction. Noteworthy among ``harmful'' policies are the processes of privatization of land, which have led to a re-concentration of land ownership; the dismantling of rural public services and those that supported production and commercialization by small and medium producers; the fostering of highly capitalized and high-inputs agro-exportation; the push toward the liberalization of agricultural trade and toward policies of food security based on international commerce.  What kind of rules would you design for society? 

