
BIOENERGY, FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN GERMANY

ECON  496 DE
Spring/Summer 2008

Course Objectives:
The overarching objective for this course is to learn about the growth of the bioeconomy in Germany and its impacts on food systems, consumption and environmental quality.  Students will apply this knowledge to a comparison of the bioeconomy in the U.S. and the economic and policy drivers that support the growth of this sector.
.
At the end of the program, students will:

· understand how the agricultural sector in Germany is adapting to the high cost of energy and other natural resources.

· be able to compare the responses of Germany and the rest of Europe to that of the United States.

· appreciate the culture of Germany and the social and economic transformations that have taken place since the reunification.
Instructors:
Robert Jolly

William Edwards


Stacy Noe
Office: 478D Heady 

Office: 478C Heady


Office: 165 Heady
Phone:
294-6267

Phone: 294-6161


Phone: 294-4945
Email: rjolly@iastate.edu
Email: wedwards@iastate.edu
Email: snoe@iastate.edu
Class home page:

http://www.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ496/s08de/
Credits:


2 Spring, 1 Summer


Class location and time:
Room 8 Curtiss, Tuesday 4:10 – 5:40 pm
Course Requirements:

1.
Attend all class sessions.  Approved absences will be allowed if arranged in advance.
2.
Complete a research paper about some aspect of German agriculture, food, and bioenergy production, and present the information in class.
3.
Write a brief (not over a page) summary of each week’s orientation presentation.  Summaries are due the following class period.

4. Participate in all aspects of the travel portion of the course and adhere to agreed on rules of conduct.

5. Record your observations and impressions gained during the study tour for use in evening reflection sessions.

Grading:
Spring Semester (2 credits)
Summer Session (1 credit)

Class attendance

25%
Participation in travel portion
60%

Facts on German ag

10%
Research report, final

40%


Research report, draft
30%


Class presentation

15%


Orientation lecture notes
20%

CLASS SCHEDULE - SPRING 2008
(tentative)
	DATE
	SUBJECT

	JAN.
	22
	Introductions.  Course and trip overview.

German expressions.

Assignment: Basic questions about German agriculture

	
	29
	Technology of Biofuels Production (Dr. Tom Brumm, Dept. of ABE)*

	FEB.
	5
	Students reports on basic questions about German agriculture*

	
	12
	“Things You Need to Know about Studying Abroad.” (Jodi Cornell, Global Ag Programs)*

Students reports on basic questions about German agriculture*

	
	19
	Culture as Knowledge: Key Themes in German History and German Science (Dr. Kevin Amidon, Department of History)*

	
	26
	"Global Project Management in Germany -- Is It Really Global?"
 (Dr. Mark Rectanus, Dept. of  World Languages and Cultures)*

	MAR.
	4
	Movie Time, “Good-bye Lenin”*

	
	11
	Comparison of the Biodiesel Industries in the U.S. and Germany

(Dr. Miguel Carriquiry, Dept. of Economics)*

	
	25
	EU Agricultural Policies (Robert Jolly); Iowa’s German Heritage (William Edwards)

	APRIL
	1
	Working for a Multi-national Business in Germany*
(Mike Coon, Powerfilm Solar, Inc.)

	
	8
	Overview of Agriculture in Germany (Dr. Thomas Lubberstedt, Department of Agronomy)

	
	15
	Student research presentations.

	
	22
	Student research presentations.

German Cuisine (Old Hamburg Restaurant, Story City)

	
	29
	Student research presentations.  Last minute arrangements.

	MAY
	13-23
	Travel to Germany.*


*Confirmed

Travel Schedule and Activities in Germany (revised Feb. 6)
May 13
Departure from Des Moines, Iowa, International Airport, at 3:45 pm.
May 14
Arrival in Hannover, Germany. Travel by charter bus to Goettingen.

Check into youth hostel. Welcome by students from Georg-August University (GAU). Welcome barbecue dinner.
May 15
Tour of GAU campus.  Overview of agriculture and food issures in Germany, by faculty at GAU, guided tour of Goettingen.  Get acquainted with GAU students.
May 16
Visit  biogas plant near Relliehausen.  Visit  Hardenberg Castle.  Visit a typical farm near Wentrot.  Visit to Juhnde bioenergy village, dinner at Juhnde.
May 17
Travel to Berlin by bus. Visit a former collective farm near Magdeberge. Sightseeing in Berlin.

May 18
Visit museums, historical sites, other attractions in Berlin.

May 19
Return to Goettingen by bus. Visit an ethanol plant near Zorbig. Free time.
May 20
Visit Borner Eisenacher processed meats company, Goettingen.  Visit Einbecker Brauhaus (brewery) at Einbeck.
May 21
Visit Claas farm machinery manufacturer in Harsewinkel.  Visit Open Air Agricultural Museum near Detmold.
May 22         Visit KWS seed production facility in Einbeck.  Free time.  Farewell dinner.

May 23
Return to Hannover by charter bus, depart by air to Des Moines, Iowa.  Arrive DM airport at 6:00 pm.
Class List

Jared Achen 


Fr
Joel Ahrendsen

So

Christopher Bone

So

Jodi Calvert


So

Allyson Chwee

Sr

Clark Dolch


Fr

Michael Haden

Jr

Michael Hotz


Sr

Ryan Hrubes


Jr

Luke Iseminger

Sr

Evan Larsen


So

Maddison Sieck

Jr

Rob Sladek


Sr

Ryan Steffensen

So

Katie Stutsman

Jr

Morgan Troendle

Jr

Lisa Tronchetti

So

