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The Case for Healthy U.S.-China Ag Trade 
Relations despite Deglobalization Pressures





“The trade deal means less to me now than it did 
when I made it,” Trump said in a press 
conference. “When I made it, it was a great deal.”



Views of China: US Public vs. Farmers



https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/pdf/20pb29.pdf

https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/publications/pdf/20pb29.pdf


Some Encouraging 
Signs

http://www2.econ.iastate.edu
/faculty/hart/Latest.pdf



A possible & more balanced pathway 
for China’s ag import surge?
Key Chinese 

agricultural 

imports by 

commodity 

and country 

in 2017



https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/policy-briefs/display/?n=1294
Survey of IA, MN, IL crop farmers in spring 2019

Qu et al. (2019)

https://www.card.iastate.edu/products/policy-briefs/display/?n=1294


What remains unchanged: 
Comparative advantage for US Ag





What remains unchanged after COVID-19: 
Chinese surging meat consumption & beyond



What remains unchanged after COVID-19: 
Chinese surging middle class



https://www.merics.org/en/bri-tracker/interactive-map

What remains unchanged after COVID-19: 
Chinese continued overseas investment
& diversification through BRI



High Speed Rail & Social Governance

What has changed due to the coronavirus?
Chinese Livestock Industry Modernization 



Greenhouse – plastic film - Shandong Province

In China, 500+ million consumers shop on 
mobile phones, even before the coronavirus

Changes in my hometown?



https://www.ft.com/content/19d90308-6858-11ea-a3c9-1fe6fedcca75

In this time of crisis, we face two particularly important 
choices. The first is between totalitarian surveillance and 
citizen empowerment. The second is between nationalist 
isolation and global solidarity.

Yuval Noah Harari: the world after coronavirus
This storm will pass. But the choices we make now could change our 
lives for years to come
Yuval Noah Harari MARCH 20 2020



Chinese Lesson Time



Learn more about contemporary Chinese economy

Will publish on July 1, 2020



Broaden your information sources!

http://www.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/


Thank You!

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full 
non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 
www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.   

www.card.iastate.edu/chinawww.card.iastate.edu/farmland
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