
































































 
 

 
 
  
 8:00 — 8:45 Registration  
 
 8:45 — 9:00 Iowa’s Land Market 

— Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 
 
   9:00 —10:00 Economic Conditions 

— Jason Henderson, Vice President and Omaha Branch Executive, 
 Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Omaha, NE   
 

 10:00 — 10:15 Break 
 
 10:15 — 11:15 How Lenders are Responding to the Current Financial Situation 

— Steve Willemssen, Executive Vice President, First National Bank, Waverly, IA 
 
11:15 – 12:00 Legislative Update 

— Dave Tierney, Regional Director of Governmental Affairs, Monsanto Corporation, 
Des Moines, IA  

          
 12:00 — 1:00 Lunch  
 
 1:00 — 1:30 Weather Outlook 

— S. Elwynn Taylor, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 
 

 1:30 —  2:30 Intergenerational Land Transfer 
      — Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University, Ames, IA       
  
 2:30 — 2:45 Break 
 
 2:45 — 3:45 Estate Planning; Estate Tax Issues 

— Roger McEowen, Leonard Dolezal Professor in Agricultural Law and 
Director of the ISU Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation, Iowa State 
University, Ames, IA       

  
 3:45 — 4:15   Grain Market Outlook 

    — Chad Hart, Assistant Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 
 

 4:15  — 4:30 Iowa’s Land Market 
      — Mike Duffy 

4/2/10 

83rd Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 
 



 
 

 
 
  
 
 8:00 — 8:45 Registration  
 
 8:45 — 9:00 Iowa’s Land Market 

— Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
   9:00 —10:15 Economic Conditions 

— Alan Barkema, Senior Vice President and Director of Research, 
 Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Kansas City, MO   
 

 10:15 — 10:30 Break 
 
 10:30 — 12:15 Iowa’s Changing Rural Population Base 
    Sociological Implications 

— David Peters, Assistant Professor, Sociology Department, Iowa State University 
 
    Economic Implications 

— David Swenson, Associate Scientist, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 

    Political Implications 
— Donald Petersen, Director, Public Affairs, Iowa Farm Bureau Federation, 

       West Des Moines, IA    
           

 12:15 — 1:15 Lunch  
 
   1:15 —    2:15   Grain Market Outlook 

— Chad Hart, Assistant Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 

 2:15 — 3:00 Weather Outlook 
— S. Elwynn Taylor, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 

 
 3:00 — 3:15 Break 
 
 3:15 — 4:15 Relations Between Cash Rents and Land Values 
      — Moe Russell, Russell Consulting Group, Panora, IA       
  
 4:15  — 4:30 Iowa’s Land Market 
      — Mike Duffy 

 
3/17/2011 

84th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 
 



 
 

 
 
  
 
 8:00 — 8:45 Registration  
 
 8:45 — 9:00 Iowa’s Land Market 

— Dr. Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
   9:00 —10:15 Is Land on a Speculative Bubble? 

— Mr. Bill Helming; Bill Helming Consulting Services, Overland Park, KS 
 10:15 — 10:30 Break 
 
 10:30 — 12:00 World Economic Conditions related to Agriculture 

— Dr. Dermot Hayes,  Professor, Economics  Department, Iowa State University 
 
    Iowa’s Place in the Global Economy 

— Mr. Bill Northey, Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
           

 12:00 — 1:00 Lunch  
 
   1:00 —    1:45   Weather Outlook 

— Dr. S. Elwynn Taylor, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 
 
 1:45 — 2:45 The New Corn Suitability Rating, CSR2 
      — Dr. Lee Burras, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 
 
 2:45 — 3:00 Break 
 
 3:00 — 4:15 Trusts, estate taxes and changes in tax laws for 2012, 

— Dr. Neil Harl, Professor emeritus, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
  
 4:15  — 4:30 Iowa’s Land Market 
      — Mike Duffy 

 
3/7/2012 

85th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 9, 2012 
       



 
 

 
 
  
 
 8:00 — 8:45 Registration  
 
 8:45 — 9:00 Iowa’s Land Market 

— Dr. Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
   9:00 —10:15 U.S. Land Values in Transition 

— Dr. Mark Dotzour, Chief Economist and Director of Research; Real Estate Center/  
       Texas A&M University 

 10:15 — 10:30 Break 
 
 10:30 — 12:00 Iowa Farmland Owner Characteristics 

— Dr. Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
    Characteristics of Iowa Farmland Rental Arrangements 

— Mr. James Jensen, AFM, ARA; Iowa State University Extension, Mt. Pleasant, IA 
           

 12:00 — 1:00 Lunch  
 
   1:00 —    1:45   Weather Outlook 

— Dr. S. Elwynn Taylor, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 
 
 1:45 — 2:45 Implementing CSR2 
     — Dr. Lee Burras, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 
     —Mr. Rick Bednarek, NRCS State Soil Scientist, Des Moines, IA  

 
 
 2:45 — 3:00 Break 
 
 3:00 — 4:15 Agronomic, Environmental, and Soil Quality Implications of 
    Corn Stover Removal 

— Dr. Mahdi Al-Kaisi, Professor, Agronomy Department, Iowa State University 
  
 4:15  — 4:30 Iowa’s Land Market 
      — Dr. Mike Duffy, Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 

 
3/5/13 

86th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 22, 2013 
       



 
 

 
 
  
 
 8:00 — 8:30 Registration  
 
 8:30 — 8:45 Iowa’s Land Values – Your Estimates 

— Larry D. Trede, Chair, Conference Planning Committee 
 
   8:45 —9:45 Economic Issues: U.S. Economy and its Implications to Iowa Agriculture  
    and Land Values 
    — Dr. Brent Gloy, Director, Center for Commercial Agriculture and Professor, Agricultural  
    Economics, Purdue University 
 
   9:45 —10:45 Climate and Weather: Climate Change and its Implications to Iowa  
    Agriculture and Iowa Farmland 
    — Dr. Chris Anderson, Assistant Director, ISU Climate Science Program and Assistant  
    Professor, Agronomy, Iowa State University 
 
 10:45 — 11:00 Break 
 
 11:00 — 12:00 Soil and Crop Management Technology: Using Unmanned Aerial Systems  
     (Drones) and their Implications to Iowa Agriculture and Iowa Farm  
     Farmland 

— Mr. Jerry Johnson, CEO & Founder, Farm Intelligence, Mankato, Minnesota 
 
   

 12:00 — 1:00 Lunch  
 
   1:00 —    2:00   Energy: Hydraulic Fracturing – Some Concerns 

— Dr. Carl F. Vondra, Distinguished Professor, Emeritus, Department of Geological and 
Atmospheric Sciences, Iowa State University 

 
 2:00 — 3:00 Livestock: Trends & Changes in Iowa Livestock Production and their  
      Implications to Iowa Agriculture and Iowa Farmland 
     — Dr. Lee Schultz, Assistant Professor, Economics Department, Iowa State University 
 
 3:00 — 3:15 Iowa Land Values – Your Estimates 

— Larry D. Trede 
  
 3:15     Adjourn/Mike Duffy Retirement Reception (3-5pm; program at 4:00pm) 
      — sponsored by College of Agriculture & Life Sciences, Iowa State University 

 
3/21/14 

87th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 
 

CURRENT ISSUES: IOWA SOIL MANAGEMENT & LAND VALUATION 



 
 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 8:00 — 8:30 Registration  

 

 8:30 — 8:45 Iowa’s Land Values – Your Estimates  
      — Larry D. Trede & Jim Jensen, Co-Chairs, Conference Planning Committee 

— Mike Duffy, Professor Emeritus, Economics, Iowa State University 

 

   8:45 — 9:45 U.S. Economy:  What’s Ahead and its Implications to Iowa Agriculture  
    —  Dr. Mike Swanson, Chief Agricultural Economist, Wells Fargo Corporation,    

   Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 

   9:45 — 10:45 Rural/Urban Divide in Iowa:  Winners, Losers, and Trade-offs 
   —  Dr. Paul Lasley, Chair & Professor, Department of Sociology, Iowa State University 

 

 10:45 — 11:00 Break 
 

 11:00 — 12:00 Unmanned Aerial Systems (Drones):  Big Data & UAVs, Opportunities  

    in Agriculture 
— Dr. Matt Darr, Associate Professor, Ag & Biosystems Engineering, Iowa State University 

    

 12:00 — 1:00 Lunch  

 

   1:00 — 1:30    Weather and Crop Production:  What’s Ahead in 2015 
     — Dr. S.E. (Elwynn) Taylor, Professor, Climatology & Agronomy, Iowa State University 

 

  1:30 — 2:30    Water Quality:  Iowa Nutrient Reduction Assessment Strategy 
     — Dr. Matt Helmers, Associate Professor-Extension Agricultural Engineer, Iowa State      

University 

 

   2:30 – 2:45     Break 

 

   2:45 – 4:15 Legal/Environmental Concerns:  Eminent Domain, Clean Water Act &      

Non-Point Source Pollution, Unmanned Aerial Systems 
   — Ms. Kristine Tidgren, Staff Attorney, Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation,  

        Iowa State University 

 

 4:15 — 4:30    Iowa Land Values – Your Estimates 
      — Larry D. Trede & Jim Jensen, Co-Chairs, Conference Planning Committee 

— Mike Duffy, Professor Emeritus, Economics, Iowa State University 
4/15/15 

88th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 

Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 
 

IOWA AGRICULTURE:  PRODUCTION/TECHNOLOGY,  

LEGAL/ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, POLICY 



 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 8:00 — 8:30 Registration  

 

 8:30 — 8:45 What is Your Prediction for Iowa’s Land Values? 
— Dr. Wendong Zhang, Chair, Conference Planning Committee 

 

   8:45 —   9:45 Evaluating Hunting Leases: Implications for Recreational Land Values 
— Tom Steen, the Hunting Lease Network, Farmers National Company 

 

    9:45 –   10:00  Break 
 

   10:00 — 11:30 Panel Discussion on Current and Future Cash Rents in Iowa 
    — Moderator: Dr. Alejandro Plastina, Assistant Professor, Economics, ISU 

    — Panelist: Mike Downey, AFM, Hertz Farm Management 

    — Panelist: Scott Neff, Senior Business Relationship Mgr., Wells Fargo Bank, Marshalltown 

    — Panelist: Jim Knuth, Senior Vice President, Farm Credit Services of America 

   

   11:30 — 12:30 Lunch  

 

   12:30 — 1:15   Excessive Spring Rain Will Be More Frequent (except this year): Weather 

                           Tools to Manage It 
— Dr. Chris Anderson, Assistant Director, Climate Science Group, ISU 

 

 1: 15 —  1:45 Soil Fertility Management with Tight Crop Production Margins 
     — Dr. John Sawyer, Professor in Agronomy and Extension Soil Fertility Specialist, ISU  
 

   1: 45 —  2:45 Cover Crops, Wetlands, and Conservation Drainage: Why We Need to  

                           Adopt and How Many Acres Are Needed? 
     — Dr. Matt Helmers, Dean’s Professor, Agricultural and Biological Engineering, ISU 

 

    2:45 –  3:00    Break 
 

   3:00 — 4:15 Global Economic Outlook: What Does a Slowing China and a Strong US 

                           Dollar Mean for US Agriculture 
    — Dr. Nathan Kauffman, Assistant Vice President, Omaha Branch Executive and  

                                          Economist, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City 
 

 4:15 — 4:30 Iowa Land Values – Your Estimates 
— Dr. Wendong Zhang, Assistant Professor, Economics, ISU 

 

89th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 

Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

Next Year’s SMLV Conference: Wednesday, May 17, 2017 
 



 

 
 

 
 
  
 
  
  
     
   8:00 — 8:30 Registration  
 
 8:30 — 8:45 Iowa Land Values and Crop Prices – Your Estimates 

— Dr. Wendong Zhang, Chair, Conference Planning Committee & Assistant Professor, 
Economics, ISU 

 
   8:45 —  10:00 Agricultural Trade Drama and the Implications for the Agricultural Economy 

— Dr. Pat Westhoff, Professor in Agricultural Economics and Director, FAPRI, U Missouri 
 
   10:00 — 10:15 Break  
 
   10:15 — 11:45 Panel Discussion on Agricultural Financial Conditions in the Farm Downturn 

— Panelist: Mr. Mike Hein, Vice President, Liberty Trust and Savings Bank, Durant, Iowa,  
    — Panelist: Dr. Alan Tubbs, Chairman and CEO, Ohnward Bancshares Inc., Maquoketa, Iowa                                                         
    — Panelist: Mr. Justin Septer, Vice President, Farm Credit Services of America, Ottumwa, Iowa 

   
   11:45 — 12:45 Lunch  
 
   12:45 — 1:15   Weather and Agricultural Production: What’s Ahead in 2017 

—  Dr. Alan Czarnetzki, Professor, Meteorology, U of Northern Iowa 
 
   1:15  — 1:45 Panel Discussion on SMLV at 90: Historical Focus and Future Directions 
    — Panelist: Dr. Mike Duffy, Professor Emeritus, Economics, ISU 
    — Panelist: Mr. Gary Thien, Homestead Capital LLC, Council Bluffs, Iowa 
    — Panelist: Mr. Darrell Limkeman, Mid States Farm Management Company, Ottumwa, Iowa 
 
    1:45 –  2:00    Break 
 
   2:00 –  3:00    Farm Downturn, Population Change and the Impacts on Rural Communities 
     — Mr. Dave Swenson, Associate Scientist, Economics, ISU 
 
   3:00 — 4:00 Legal Update: Des Moines Water Works, Mergers, and Anti-Trust Regulations  
    — Ms. Kristine Tidgren, Assistant Director, Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation, ISU 
 
   4:00 — 4:15 Adjourn (next year’s conference: Wednesday May 16th, 2018)  
    — Dr. Wendong Zhang, Assistant Professor, Economics, ISU 

90th Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

 
Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

Next Year’s SMLV Conference: Wednesday, May 16, 2018 
 



 

 
 

 
 
  
 
  
   8:00 — 8:30 Registration  
 
 8:30 — 8:45 Land Values: Your Estimates 

— Wendong Zhang, Chair, Conference Planning Committee 
 
   8:45 —   9:45 Ag Trade and the Implications for the U.S. Farm Sector 

— David Oppedahl, Senior Business Economist, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago  
 
    9:45 –   10:00  Break 
 
   10:00 — 11:30 Panel Discussion on the Growing Hog Industry in Iowa 
    — Moderator: Dermot Hayes, Professor of Economics and Finance, ISU 
    — Panelist: Jen Sorenson, Communications Director, Iowa Select Farms 
    — Panelist: Jason Demaray, Retail Commercial Credit, FCS America 
    — Panelist: Ryan Cox, CBI Bank & Trust, Muscatine, Iowa 
    — Panelist: Ben Isaacson, Agri-Management Services 

   
   11:30 — 12:30 Lunch  
 
   12:30 — 1:00   Weather Outlook for 2018 Crop Year 

— Dennis Todey, Executive Director, Midwest Climate Hub 
 

 1:00 —  1:45 What Does Higher Interest Rates Mean for Land Value and Farm Income 
         — Michael Langemeier, Professor, Ag Economics, Purdue University   
 
    1:45 — 2:00    Break 
 
   2:00  —  2:45 2017 Iowa Farmland Ownership, Tenure and Transition Trends 
     — Wendong Zhang, Assistant Professor, Economics, ISU 
 
   2:45 — 4:00 In-Depth Legal Update: Iowa’s New Partition Law, Clean Water Act  
                           Developments, & Dicamba 
    — Kristine Tidgren, Director, Center for Ag Law and Taxation, ISU 
 

4:00 — 4:15    Adjourn 
 

Next Year’s SMLV Conference: Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

91st Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018 



 

 
 

 
 
  
 
  
   8:00 — 8:30 Registration  
 
 8:30 — 8:45 Land Values: Your Estimates 

— Wendong Zhang, Chair, Conference Planning Committee 
 
   8:45 —  10:00 Farm Bill, Tariffs and U.S. Agricultural Economy  

    — Dr. John Newton, Chief Economist, American Farm Bureau Federation  
 

   10:00 – 10:15  Break 
 
   10:15 — 11:45 Panel Discussion on the Ag Asset Values in Uncertain Times 
    — Moderator: Jim Jensen  
    — Panelist: Scott Steffes, President, Steffes Group, Inc. on  
                                                      agricultural machinery prices 
    — Panelist: Kirk Manker, Chief Appraiser, FCS America on farmland auctions  
                                                      and sales trends 
    — Panelist: Mark Anderson, Regional Manager, Iowa Division of Banking on the  
                                                      Iowa agricultural and community bank financial conditions 

   
   11:45 — 12:45 Lunch  
 
   12:45 — 1:30   Weather Outlook for 2019 Crop Year 

     — Dr. Elwynn Taylor, Professor Emeritus, ISU Agronomy  
 

 1:30 —    2:30 The Economic Significance of Iowa and US Beef Industry 
— Dr. Dan Loy, ISU Professor in Animal Science and Director of Iowa Beef 

Center 
 
    2:30 —   3:00    Ice Cream Break 
 
   3:00  —  4:15 Key Developments in Agricultural Technology 
     — Willie Vogt, Executive Director, Content and User Engagement, Farm Progress 
 

4:15 — 4:30    Adjourn and CEU Certificates Distribution 
 
 

Next Year’s SMLV Conference: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
 

92nd Annual 
Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Iowa State University 
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 



2020 Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference agenda

https://www2.econ.iastate.edu/faculty/zhang/smlv/2021x/hhh.html[5/20/2021 11:59:35 AM]

The 2020 Soil Management Land Valuation Conference was canceled due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.



2021 Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference agenda

https://www2.econ.iastate.edu/faculty/zhang/smlv/2021x/hhh.html[5/20/2021 11:56:52 AM]

93rd Annual Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference
Wednesday, May 19, 2021. Virtual Platform: Zoom

8:00–8:15am Welcome and Your Land Value Forecasts

Wendong Zhang, Conference Chair, Iowa State University

8:15–9:15am Agricultural Policy Priorities in 2021 and Beyond: Congressional Perspectives

Joe Shultz, Majority Staff Director, U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry

Martha Scott Poindexter, Minority Staff Director, U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry

9:15–10:15am Climate Change Impacts on Agriculture and Carbon Credits for Farmers

Amanda Bahn-Ziegler, Senior Account Manager, TruCarbon & Truterra LLC Land O’ Lakes

10:15–10:30am Break

First Prize Giveaway

10:30–11:15am Supporting Livestock Farmers Navigate Changing Regulations and Markets

Brian Waddingham, Executive Director, Coalition to Support Iowa Farmers

11:15–11:45am Agricultural Market Outlook

Chip Flory, Editor and Publisher, Pro Farmer Newsletter

11:45–12:45pm Lunch

Second Prize Giveaway

12:45–1:15pm Weather Outlook for the 2021 Growing Season

Eric Snodgrass, Principal Atmospheric Scientist, Nutrien Ag Solutions

1:15–2:15pm The Impacts of COVID-19 Pandemic on Land and Asset Values

Panelists:

Troy Louwagie, ALC, Hertz Farm Management

Dennis Reyman,AFM, ARA, Stalcup Agri Services, Inc.

Adam Thien, AFM, Vice President, Thien Farm Management

2:15–2:30pm Break

Third Prize Giveaway

2:30–3:30pm Agricultural Law Update: WOTUS, Estate Tax Reforms, and More

Kristine Tidgren, Director, ISU Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation

3:30pm Adjourn



94th Annual Soil Management and Land Valuation Conference 

Wednesday May 18th, 2022 

Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building, Ames, Iowa 

Hybrid Option; Fee: $150 in person, $175 virtual 

6.5 hours of appraiser CEU credits, 7 hours of real estate CEU credits 

 

8:15 – 8:30 AM   Welcome and Your Land Value Forecasts 

                             Wendong Zhang, Conference Chair, Iowa State University   

8:30 – 9:45 AM   U.S. and Global Agricultural Economy Outlook (Virtual) 

                             Stephen Nicholson, Global Strategist – Grains & Oilseeds, Rabobank   

9:45 – 10 AM      BREAK 

10 – 11:30 AM    Panel on the Soaring Farmland and Equipment Values  

                             Michael Langemeier, Professor of Agricultural Economics, Purdue University 

                             Kirk Manker, Chief Appraiser, Farm Credit Services of America 

                             Tim Meyer, Mt. Pleasant Site Leader, Steffes Group, Inc. 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM      LUNCH 

12:30 – 1:15 PM   Weather Outlook for the 2022 Growing Season (Virtual) 

                                Eric Snodgrass, Principal Atmospheric Scientist, Nutrien Ag Solutions 

1:15 – 2:00 PM     Fertilizer Prices, Input Costs, and Supply Chain Disruptions (Virtual) 

                               Andy Burlingham, Director, Generic Crop Protection, Nutrien Ag Solutions 

2:00 – 2:15 PM      BREAK 

2:15 – 3:30 PM      Panel on the Conservation Easements and Land Trusts  

                                Liz Garst, Whiterock Conservancy 

                                Joe McGovern, President, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

                                Jennifer Zwagerman, Director, Drake Agricultural Law Center 

3:30 – 4:30 PM      Crop Market Outlook  

                                Chad Hart, Professor of Economics, Iowa State University 

4:30 PM                 ADJOURN (Next SMLV Conference: Wednesday May 17, 2023) 
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