
PhD Graduate Research Assistantships 
Michigan State University 

 
Michigan State University is offering new PhD students three-year research assistantship 
positions to work on selected special-area multi-state topics.  Successful applicants will receive a 
monthly stipend, tuition waiver, and health care benefits.   
 

TOPIC ADVISOR E-mail 
Managing risk and uncertainty in agriculture in an era 
of changing energy policy and financial instability.   

Dr. Guan guanz@msu.edu 

Agriculture’s environmental economic footprint: 
understanding the economic interactions of trade, 
growth, and sustainability.   

Dr. Hoehn hoehn@msu.edu 

The demand for and valuation of ecosystem services at 
local and global scales.   

Dr. Lupi lupi@msu.edu 

Local control, environment, and fiscal distress:  
overcoming Michigan’s economic challenges.   

Dr. Skidmore mskidmor@msu.edu 

Climate change: implications for international trade 
patterns.   

Dr. Thornsbury thornsbu@msu.edu 
 

Current issues in fresh produce transportation. Dr. Thornsbury thornsbu@msu.edu 
 

Sanitary and phytosanitary trade policies: disentangling 
the use of maximum residue limits. 

Dr. Thornsbury thornsbu@msu.edu 
 

Assessing changing consumer preferences for animal 
welfare and food safety.   

Dr. Tonsor gtonsor@msu.edu 

 
 
Selection will begin on February 27th, 2009 
Applicants should have already have taken, as a minimum, the following courses: intermediate 
microeconomics, statistics, and calculus.  Mention the project(s) of interest when applying.  Full 
application information is available at: http://www.aec.msu.edu/grad/applying.htm 

For more information on application procedures, contact: 

Professor Scott Loveridge, Director of Graduate Studies 
Department of Agricultural, Food and Resource Economics  
202 Agriculture Hall, Michigan State University  
East Lansing, MI 48824-1039  
Telephone: +1 517-353-6644  
E-mail: aecgrad@msu.edu  
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